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Historic Places Initiative

Project Overview

The University of Waterloo’s Heritage Resources Centre (HRC), in collaboration with the Ministry of Culture, the Region of Waterloo, the City of London and participating municipalities is currently undertaking a project to nominate heritage properties in the Grand Heritage River Corridor and surrounding area to the Canadian Register of Historic Places. 
Background

Since the launching of the Historic Places Initiative (HPI) in 2003 by the federal government, steady progress has been made in the effort to standardize the methods for recognizing historic places across the country, create a national register and introduce new programs for heritage conservation.  All of the provinces and territories have joined the program and various projects are underway to achieve the goal of promoting a better understanding of Canada’s historic places.

Project Goals
The Historic Places Initiative project will has five specific goals:

· To continue to increase the number of places in Ontario nominated for inclusion on the Canadian Register of Historic Places 
· To train and provide experience to the skilled heritage workers of the future

· To improve the ability of local planners, heritage committee members and others to complete the historic places initiative documentation processes
· To encourage local councils to plan and budget for the completion, ongoing maintenance and upgrading of their heritage property registers

· To increase local interest in and knowledge of the Historic Places Initiative

Interaction with Municipalities

The following are the terms for partnership:

· The focus of the HPI nomination assistance will be municipalities within and immediately surrounding the Grand Heritage River Corridor heritage area 

· Municipalities will be asked to prioritize which properties they would like nominated (criteria suggested below)

· Once a clearer picture of the demand emerges, a realistic and equitable offer will be made by the HRC as to how many nominations from each municipality can be entertained

· Participating municipalities must be prepared to provide the writing team with the necessary documentation 

· Preference will be given to municipalities who undertake to propose budgeting resources in the future to HPI nomination, particularly to support the hiring of additional nomination team workers
Criteria for Priority
The following criteria should be used to determine the priority of properties to be documented:

· The properties with the most thorough documentation available

· The properties with some significance previously indicated through the Grand River heritage inventory 

· The properties with significant tourism value 

· The properties that require nomination to the Canadian Register in order to receive funding or other assistance

· The properties not already nominated by another jurisdiction

If you have any questions please contact Paul Dubniak at pdubniak@gmail.com. 
